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his own sorrow and giving his consent to the
proposal that Emanuel should receive half his
salary every year as a pension in return for his long
and faithful service. In the records of the Mining
Board for 1747, there is this report:

June i^tb. Assessor Emanuel Swedenborg handed in
to the College of Mines the Royal Decree by which he
was released from his duties here in the Royal College,
retaining during his life half of his salary as Assessor.

And, a little later, the following appears :

June \-jth. The Royal College thanked the Assessor for
the minute care and fidelity with which he had attended
to the duties of his office up to the present time; they
wished him a prosperous journey and a happy return.

As a member of the Swedish House of Nobles,
Emanuel was Still free to attend the meetings of
that house. Busy as he was with his books about
the spiritual world, he found time now and then to
take part with the other nobles in matters which
deeply concerned the welfare of his country.

For the moSt part, however, Swedenborg was
now free to do the work for which he had been
called by the Lord. From now on, he lived in
quiet retirement, travelling abroad only when it was
necessary to attend to the printing of his books.
To many who knew him he seemed a lonely man,
but this was not so. He had friends in Sweden,
England and Holland, and in their company he was a